MURDISHAW WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL

Early Reading Policy

Intent

Every child deserves reading success right from the start. We know that the sooner children
learn to read, the greater their success at school. This is why we put reading at the heart of
what we do. We also know that to have the highest chance of success in reading, children need
to learn to read from books with the sounds they know. With this in mind, all children are given
books that carefully match their phonic reading ability according to the ‘Essential Letters and
Sounds’ programme.

Implementation

At Murdishaw West Primary, we teach children to read by following a phonics programme called
‘Essential Letters and Sounds’ (ELS). This programme ensures we follow a systematic and
consistent approach to the teaching of phonics across each year group. Phonics lessons are
taught daily at 9.00am from Reception to Year 2. We have a ‘keep up not catch up’ approach to
phonics and so only a few identified children do not access this whole class session. These
identified children follow a personalised learning programme instead. Children at risk of falling
behind in whole class teaching are identified and these children receive additional, daily
teaching. This additional teaching allows children to consolidate the mornings learning and
immediately address any misconceptions observed.

The ‘Essential Letters and Sounds’ programme sets out a detailed and systematic programme for
teaching phonic skills to children, with the aim of them becoming fluent readers. Children
experience the same classroom routines within each ELS lesson which reduces cognitive load
and maximises the chances of success. All children are supported within the lesson to use their
new phonic knowledge independently, and in all ELS lessons children will make the direct
application to reading.

Children are taught using the following phase progression:

Phase 2 Phase 3**

Reception Autumn 1
« Oral blending

Reception Autumn 2, Spring 1
and Spring 2

ds + Sounding out and blending

with 23 new grapheme-
phoneme correspondences
(GPCs)

+ 12 new harder to read and

spell (HRS) words

« Oral blending
* Sounding out and blending

with 29 new GPCs

+ 32 new HRS words
* Revision of Phase 2
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Phase 4%+ Phase 5 including alternatives Beyond Phase 5
and lesser-known GPCs
Reception Summer 1 Reception Summer 2 Year 1 Summer. Year 2 and Key
« Oral blending « Introduction to Phase 5 for | Stage 2
* No new GPCs reading « With ELS, phonics teaching
* No new HRS words » 20 new GPCs does not stop at the end
» Word structures - cvcc, * 16 new HRS words of Year 1, but continues as
CCVC, CCVCC, CCCVE, Coevee Year 1 Autumn 1 and 2 children move through the
« Suffixes « Revision of previously school, with links being
« Revision of Phase 2 and taught Phase 5 GPCs made between their GPC
Phase 3 « 2 new GPCs knowledge and spelling
* 9 new HRS words + Revision of all previously
Year 1 Spring 1 and 2 taught GPCs for reading and
« Alternative spellings for spelling
previously taught sounds « Wider reading, spelling and
* 49 new GPCs writing curriculum
+ 4 new HRS words
« Oral blending
« Revision of Phase 2, Phase
3 and Phase 4

Children are taught to read using the Essential Letters and Sounds programme phase 2 as soon as
they enter our Reception Class. Children learn to use and apply their phonic knowledge by
reading books that match their phonic ability. Children are also taught to read high-frequency
‘harder to read’ words.

Children’s progress in developing and applying their phonic knowledge is carefully assessed and
monitored. By the end of our Foundation Stage, children are expected to be working within
Phase 5. By the end of Year One, the expectation is for children to be secure in, and working
beyond, Phase 5.

In Year One, the children complete the National Phonics Screening Check - a statutory
assessment that was introduced in 2012 for all Year One pupils. It comprises a list of 40 real
words and nonsense words that assess phonics skills and knowledge learnt through our
Foundation Stage and Year One. The check is very similar to tasks that the children already
complete during phonics lessons. Phonics teaching continues in Year 2 for children who have not
met the phonics standard for Year One. These children receive daily intervention in order to
meet the standard at the end of Year Two.

At Murdishaw West Primary, guided reading sessions across the entire school are carried out as a
whole class, where all children are exposed to a range of texts. Our teachers plan interactive
reading lessons where there is an element of shared reading; engagement with the text; teacher
modelling interrogation of the text and exploration of their own inferences. There is always
opportunity for open discussion and an independent element when responding to direct
questions based on the focus text for that lesson. We find this approach allows for all children
to develop their comprehension and inference skills, whilst not being held back because of their
decoding ability. Through creative approaches to texts, children are fully immersed in quality
literature and so find reading enjoyable.
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Parents are kept informed of their child’s personal reading targets through communication in
their home/school reading books. Parents are also informed of their child’s whole class reading
objectives through the weekly homework sheet.

Essential Letters and Sounds Term by Term Progression Map:

Reception/Primary 1 Autumn 1: Phase 2

Week 1 Weealk 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week &
fof <5> W =i» Iaf <g> Tk <ck=> /o <55> I <h=
fal =a> Inf <n=> lof <o= fal <g= Assess and /b <b=
Mtf <t imf <m=> fef <o <k fuf <u> review week Il o wff=
Ipf <p> fdf <d=» fif <> R:1 V<> <ll>
I, the, no put, of, is to, go, into pull as, his
Reception/Primary 1 Autumn 2: Phase 3
Week 1 Wealk 2 Week 3 Week 4 Woek 5 Weeak &
fijf =j= I =y= Ishi <sh= fai =aix —es (wherte Review week
Al =y i <z» <zz> Ithi <th= legl <pg> thera is no R:3
L s Thow! <gu> fvoiced and ligh! <igh=> change to the
Tksl <x= fch <che unvoiced) foal <oax oot word)
Ing/ <ng= Assess and
Imky <nik=> review week
R:2
he, she, buses w, ma, ba push was, her my, you

Reception/Primary 1 Spring 1: Phase 3-4*

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week & Week 5 Week 6
Review weoek lar/ <ar> fow <owe fural <ure=> Assess and Review weak
R4 furf <ur> Toif <oi> larf <ar> review week R:B6

lool <00~ fool <oo> lear/ <gar> fogl <ow> R:5
(book) (food) Jair/ =air=
forf <or>
they, all, are ball, tall when, what

Reception/Primary 1 Spring 2: Phase 3-4

there

Week 1 Week 2 Weeok 3 Weoek & Week 5 Woek &
Roview woek Review weak Review waak Review woek Assoss and Review waak
R:7 R-& R4 R:10 review week R:12

R:11
sald, so, have | were, out, like | some, come, little, one, do | children, love
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Reception/Primary 1 Summer 1: Phase &

Phase &:1
cvee
—ed fed!

Phase &:2
Ccove
—ed it

Phase £:3
CCvCe
—ed/Sd'

Phasea &:4
CCCVC

Assess and
Teview week
R:13

Phase &:5
CCovee
—ar —ast

Reception/Primary 1 Summer 2: Phase 5 introduction

fal <ay=> foif <oy~ Pl <wh> Jar! <au~ Assess and fight! <i-e=
Tow! <ou> furf <ir» It <ph> logf <py> review woek loal <o—e»
fight <ie> liujoos <ue= lujoo <ew= fal <g—e= R:14 fyjood <u—e=
leal <ga> for! <aw= foal <oe feal <g—e> faf <>
e
oh, their pecple, Mr, your, ask, would, could, | house, mouse, want, very
Mrs shiould asked water

Year 1/Primary 2 Autumn 1: Phase 5

Assess and
reviow woek
¥1:1

Review weoek

¥1:2

Revise:
faif <ay»
fow' <o
ligh! <ie=
logf <pa»

Revise:
loif <oy>
furf <ir=

Jiujood <ue>
fotf <aw>

Assess and
Teviow weok
¥1:3

Revise:
fal o=
Il <ph=

fyjood <ew
loal <pax»

Year 1/Primary 2 Autumn 2: Phase 5

Ravisa- Revise: Jeal <y= Review week Assess and Review week
lorf <au> fght <i—a» lotf <al> ¥1:5 reviow woek Y1.7
feal <ay> loal <o-ex (walk) Y16
fail <a—e= l{yjood <u—e= | Review week

fegl <p—g=> = e Y14
please, once any, manwy, who, whole where, two

again
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Year 1/Primary 2 Spring 1: Phase 5

Review week faif <a= foal <o> (go) furf <or= Assess and fain <are=
Y18 {acorm) lof =a> (was) (world) review week {care)
faif <ey=> loal <u=> fur/ <gar> ¥1.0 Jair/ <ere=
(they) (pushj) {learn) (thare)
lai =ea> Iy +food <u> Jood <ou> Jair <ear>
(great) {music) (soup) {pear)
laif <eigh»> Ici <ch» Joal <ou fchi <tche
(waight) (school) (shoulder) {catch)
lar! <a= fshi <ch= feal <ig=
(father) {chef) (brief)
legl <g> (he) led <aa> Ml =ve> (have)
fight <i> (find) (head) M =y= (gym)
fight <u> (by)
here, sugar, because
friend

Year 1/Primary 2 Spring 2: Phase 5

Juf <=
(brother)
Roview woek
¥1:10

Iy <g= (gem)
Jj <ge=(fringe)
[} =dge=
(bridge)

Isl <st>
(listen)

/sl <cex
(fenca)
/sl <sp>
(house)

I/ =gn= (sign)
n/ <kn=
(kmee)

Il =wr= (wrap)
fm/ <mb=
{lamhb)

Izl <sg>
(chease)
Izl <za=
(freaze)
fear/ <gar=
{cheear)
lear/ <are>
(hera)
fshy <ti=
{patient)
Ishi <ti> —tion
(station)

Assess and
review wook
¥1:11

far/ =al> (half)
lorf <augh>
(caughit)
Ishi <ssi>
(session)
lzht <si=
{wisiom)
Ishyf <ti»
—tious
{scrumptious)
fehf <ri=
(delicious)
—0Oils,
—iom, —ian

Year L/Primary 2 Summer 1, Summer 2 : all phases

Review all previously taught GPCs for reading and spelling, and teach further rarely-used GPCs

Reviewed September 2022 in line with the introduction of Essential Letters and Sounds Programme (ELS).




